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Aaniin Brothers & Sisters  
 
Summer has finally arrived and it’s good to be able to reconnect with the 

land, go fishing, enjoy camping and family time around the BBQ. 

 

The 2nd Annual Michipicoten Career Fair as mentioned in our recent mail 

out was held in Sault Ste Marie for the benefit of our members on June 

16, 2011 and we are happy to report that it was a success in that five job 

offers from one company were made to members.  We are hoping more 

positions will result from applications submitted.  Turnout was moderate 

but we are most appreciative for all who did attend and for those     

agencies and companies that supported.   The training support we      

provided through Casino Rama funds and future generations funding has 

certainly paid off in job opportunities. 

 

Our progress to date  with negotiations on a Memorandum of               

Understanding between First Nations and Brookfield (GLP) is very    

positive on the east west transmission line potential project.  We have 

communicated with all of the right parties, including contractors and  the 

Ontario Power Authority (OPA) and are meeting on a regular basis      

towards this initiative. 

  

Congratulations to all of our graduates, your commitment to higher     

education as supported through Education and Training is a bright light in 

the future of our First Nation.  We commend you for your dedication and 

hard work. 

 

Each month we add new members to our First Nation and we welcome 

you. Please feel free to contact us at any time with your questions or just 

to say hello.  

 

May everyone have a safe and enjoyable summer and we look forward to 

seeing you at our Annual Gathering and Pow Wow in August.  
 

 

 

 

       Chi Miigwetch, Chief Joe Buckell 
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Traditional  
    Teachings 
Crafts 
Eldersõ Circles 
Sweat Lodges 
Sunrise  
    Ceremonies 
Dance 
Traditional Massages 
Medicine Walks 
Fun & Games  

Evening Socials 
Youth Activities 

Cedar Baths 
Youth Circles 

Water Ceremony 
And Moreé. 

Plus +  
We are having  

Jiingdamok!  
Traditional pow -wow!  

Parkway Motel                705-856-7020 
Best Northern Resort      705-856-7302 
Bristol Motel                    705-856-2385 
Wawa RV Resort            705-856-4368 

Beaver Motel                  705-856-2294 
Mystic Isle Motel             705-856-1737 
Wawa Motor Inn             705-856-2278 
Algoma Motel                  705-856-7010 

ABSOLUTELY NO DRUGS OR ALCOHOL  
NIGHTLY SECURITY AVAILABLE ON SITE                                                                                                

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:  

The Business Office  

Phone #: (705) 856-1993    

Fax #: (705) 856-1642 

Toll Free: 1-888-303-7723 

www.michipicoten.com 

Should you want to stay in a Motel; here are some phone #ôs  of motels that are nearby: 

Rough Camping Area    /    Firewood    /    Portable Toilets  

MICHIPICOTEN FIRST NATION 

Cordially invites you to our  

Annual  

Youth & Eldersô Gathering 
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Name Position Extension E-mail/Phone 

Joe Buckell Chief 215 jbuckell@michipicoten.com 

Carol Sanders Band Manager 213 csanders@michipicoten.com 

MiShele-Lee      
Lapham 

Executive Secretary to Chief & Council 214 slapham@michipicoten.com 

Sherrie Clement Executive & Administrative Asst 233 sclement@michipicoten.com 

 Business Office    

Kara Heffell 
Business Office Supervisor, Finance & 
Administration 

212 kheffell@michipicoten.com 

Roberta Day Accounting & Communications Clerk 211 finance@michipicoten.com 

Paula Penno Business Office  Assistant 210 
reception@michipicoten.com 

 

Lynn Lavigne EDO, Business Resource, Training 227 resource@michipicoten.com 

Sandra Day Housing/Assets Coordinator 217 
housing@michipicoten.com 

 

 Community Services    

Linda Peterson 
Community Services Supervisor Edu-
cation/Membership  

218 lpeterson@michipicoten.com 

Lee-Ann              
Andre- Swanson 

Librarian 219 library@michipicoten.com 

Lena Andre Community Health Representative  224 landre@michipicoten.com 

Joanne Nelson Family Support Worker  228 jnelson@michipicoten.com 

Doris Jacques 
Community Health Promotion  Worker/
ASW  

226 
djacques@michipicotem.com 

 

 Operations & Maintenance    

Emile (Andy)  
Neyland 

Operations and Maintenance 705-856-4825 Carpenter Shop  

 Water Treatment & Fire    

Gilbert (Marty) 
Clement 

Water Treatment Plant Manager 705-856-9672 
marty_clement@live.ca 

watertreatment@michipicoten.com 

Chris Buckell Water Treatment Operator 705-856-9672 
 

watertreatment@michipicoten.com 
 

 Internet & Technology    

Trevor Jones I.T. Technical Consultant 222 
it@michipicoten.com 

 

Kylie Conway I.T. Intern  michipicotenit@gmail.com 



Band Business for May & June  
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Chief and Council ï Chief and Council held regular meetings in April and May   Chief and Council approved minutes 

from previous meetings, cheque disbursements sheets and considered member requests and passed resolutions resolving 

that: 

-Approved funding proposals to INAC for the development of Governance Strategic Plan and   

the Ministry of Tourism and Culture for the development of a Cultural Plan. 

-Approved the appointments of the Committees of Council and representation of Councillors 

and delegates to various agencies. 

-Held the annual general meetings of  the First Nation of Michipicoten Cultural Association and 

Michipicoten First Nation Economic Development Corporation and the appointment of the 

Board and Officers for each. 

-Signed  Council “Undertakings of Office” which is a requirement of Chief and Council Policies 

and Procedures. 

 

Chief and Council also met with Algoma Power Corporation briefly on their proposal to do some upgrades in the Oakes 

Cove (Perkwakwia Point) region of Michipicoten Harbour, as MFN is the fee simple owner of a portion of the lands at 

Oakes Cove.  Further meetings will be required as information is provided in more detail by Algoma Power for Council 

to consider. 

 

Finances ï funding, cashflow and bank accounts/reserves are sufficient to satisfy current expenditures and continue to 

provide benefits to members. The annual audit is underway to meet the July 29, 2011 deadline and presentation of    

budgets for Council’s approval. 

 

Member Benefits ï As the new benefit year approaches for the Better Living Policy, June 25, 2011 to June 24, 2012, 

there will be a substantial increase in claims from members.  Please be patient as during this period and for several 

months thereafter, it can take from 4-6 weeks to process.  We have almost 800 members and try to service each and   

everyone fairly and equally.  You will still have 90 days to claim for the previous year but older claims will not be     

accepted after that date, according to policy. 

 

Community Services – The permanent Pow Wow Arbour is currently under construction thanks to a grant from the  

Ontario Trillium Foundation.  Member Chris Wilson and helpers held traditional ceremony with Elders to determine the 

location and some community members along with the MFN work crew are working on the preparation for this year’s 

Gathering.  A 2nd annual mini Pow Wow was held in partnership with the local High School in Wawa through the hard 

work of our CHPW, Doris Jacques; Joanne Nelson our FSW and Supervisor Linda Peterson, along with our friends and 

Peter Kusic, principal  at Michipicoten High School.  All were welcome to attend. 

 

Economic and Business Services – Funding was approved through the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund for the         

contracting of an IT Support Intern recruited through the colleges/universities for a graduate of the  Network               

Administration program.  The successful candidate was Kylie Conway who has joined the MFN team.  We are            

developing new guidelines for adult training and education, as some of the pilot project programs have been exhausted 

and we are limited through funding agencies. 

 

We are engaging on a “community cleanup campaign” and hoping to have most of the scrap out of the way, new signs 

posted or repaired by the time the Gathering comes around. 

 

We have deferred the digital phone system until voice technology and the digital systems catch up.  We were               

experiencing too many complaints of muffled tones and lost calls.  We appreciate your patience and can hear you just 

fine now. 

 

Miigwetch Carol Sanders, Band Manager 



Membership Information  
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MEDICAL TRAVEL REMINDER  from CHR 

To all members : 
Those of you who have doctor appointments must return the original confirmation of             
appointment letters signed by yourself & doctor (other)  back to the medical centre;  Lena 
Andre ï C.H.R. within a year after appointment date,. If not, it may result in you having to pay back 
to either Medical Services, or Non-Insured Health Benefits. If accommodations are booked for the 
client, and you donôt use the accommodations, itôs your responsibility to call and cancel, if not, you 
will be charged for the hotel bill; itôs not the band nor NIHB responsibility, and you will receive a  
letter from NIHB regarding this bill.  

OBTAINING A GAS CARD  

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS    from the Band Manager 

 
Donations Discontinued  - Please be advised that, effective May 1, 2011, discretionary or   
emergency donations to members in the amount of $100 as previously approved by the Band  
Manager are discontinued.  Members may access benefits through the Better Living Policy or per 
program funding guidelines only. 

The procedure for obtaining  a Certificate of Exemption (Gas Card) is outlined as follows: 
 A written request from each applicant must be mailed or faxed directly to the  
 Ministry of Finance, with a legible photo-copy of the front and back of his/her   
 valid Indian Photo Status Card from Indian Affairs Canada, along with the applicantôs  
 telephone number and mailing address, and a reason for requesting a card.  
 
Please allow three to four (3-4) weeks for processing.  
 
Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact  Iris Wisdom, A/Manager, 
Refunds at: (905) 433-6432 
 
The mailing address and fax number for the Ministry of Finance is as follows (faxed documentation 
is acceptable): 
 
Ministry of Finance  
Motor Fuels and Tobacco Tax Branch 
33 King St. W. 
OSHAWA, ON     L1H 8H9 
 
Fax #: (905) 436 -4511   Attention: Refunds  
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Membership Information  

June 14, 2011  Marlon Gasparotto HBA –Political Science 

 

MICHIPICOTEN FIRST NATION 

CHIEF AND COUNCIL AND ALL OF OUR STAFF 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS AS A RESULT OF BILL C3 

AND THE NEW GENDER EQUITY ACT 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome new members to your First Nation.  As a result of the 

passing of Bill C3 and the new Gender Equity Act, we have, as of this newsletter, approximately 15 new 

members.  Indian Affairs only releases the names, birthdates and status numbers on their listings so it is 

not to be assumed that we have addresses or phone numbers at this time.   

 

If you are, or have  family members who are, or if you are  aware of any recent members through the 

above Act, please advise them to get in touch with the office and provide contact information so that we 

can add them to our mailing lists and advise of benefits they may be entitled to at this time. 

 

New members as a result of Bill C3, were not ñentitled to be membersò at the time of the Boundary 

Claim Settlement ratification on  Jan 12, 2008,  per the terms of the Settlement Trust Agreement, 

therefore they are not entitled to the Personal Cash Distribution (PCD), or the PCD through the MFN 

Community Trust Settlement (contact directly at 705-856-9559).  New members are entitled to any 

member benefits currently provided by Michipicoten First Nation, such as the Better Living Policy and 

Funeral Policy, any applicable training or education programs under our funding guidelines as pro-

vided for under the approved Annual Operating Budget, but not retroactive to previous years. 

I would like to thank Chief and Council for their  

support.   

To Linda Peterson a particular thanks for all 

your words of encouragement along the way, I will 

be forever grateful. To my wife Viola and my son 

Mason thanks for your support I could not do it with 

out you. 

 I wish to congratulate all Michipicoten gradu-

ates and for those MFN members that are thinking 

about going back to school….believe in yourself …

you can do it. 

Miigwetch    Marlon Gasparotto 

It is so nice to see members succeed in their educational endeavours, actually in any life endeavours: so if you 

have a success story you would like to share with membership please send in your stories, and pictures and we 

will try and get them in the newsletter as soon as possible.  



Membership Birthdays  
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   ɂɂɂ      May      ɂɂɂ 
Agawa, Marie Marguerite 
Andre-Stone, Verna Suzanne 
Beaupre, Daniel Joseph 
Black, Marie D-L.. G. 
Buckell, Lloyd Albert 
Cadreau-Stone, Brandon Gilbert 
Campbell, Kathryn Coleen 
Cayen, Kathryn Jane 
Churchill, Denise Myrtle 
Dampier, Lise Ann 
Dingman, Mildred Eva 
Dupuis, Charlotte May 
Dupuis, Paula Jean 
Gingras, Mary Victoria 
Hall, Marlene Rose 
Heenan, Marie Elizabeth 
Hiebert-Roulette, Shyann Maye 
Johnson, Alyssa Shela 
Keen, David William Alex 
Knipple, Kenna Blanche 
Legault, Violet B.M. 
Lemieux, Marie Carmen 
Levesque, Ryan Robert 
Mahzenekezik, May Caroline 
McKenzie, Catherine E. 
Moreau, Kimberly Lorraine 
Morel, Helene Laura 
Neyland, Pauline Rose 
/ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌȟ #ÁÒÔÅÒ *ÏÓÅÐÈ 
/ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌȟ #ÏÒÅÙ %Ä×ÁÒÄ 
Paul, Glenn T.B. 
Peterson, Carrie Lynn 
Quackegesick, Abraham 
Ramsarran, Miraj Kalvin 
Robinson, Brian Alexander 
Samakeese, Sharon Lynn 
Samson, Kelly Ann 
Souliere, Glen Allen 
Stone, Evelyn 
Stone, Jason Darrell 
Stone, Xavier Amos 

Stone-Paul, Sierra Ashley 
Swanson, Albert Joseph 
Swanson, Andrea Paula 
Swanson, Ida Jane 
Tangen, Elmira 
Tangie-Adams, Hailey Rose 
Thurston, Darren Leslie 
Wigmore, Linda May 
Wilson, Christine Louise 
Wilson, Kevin Charles 
Wright, Denym B.S. 
Wright, Shauna Annette 
 
     ɂɂɂ      June       ɂɂɂ 
 
Andre, Donald William 
Bain, Jesse Thomas 
Binda,  Brandon Alcibiede Joseph 
Biron, Jeffry Mark 
Black, Cory Dennis Allen 
Black, David William 
Black, Douglas John 
Black, Ernest Malcolm 
Black, Rodney Andrew 
Black, Sharon M. A. 
Brusven, Arnellda Lynn 
Chaloux, Anna Elizabeth 
Chenier, Yves Ernie 
Cox, Onslow Reid 
Crack, Earl Raymond 
Craig, Clarence M. 
Daigle, Gwendolyn Charlene 
Daigle, Joshua Benjamin Shane   
Dampier, Jennifer Christine 
Desjardine, Richard Howard 
Dixon, Brenda Susan 
Elie, Leanne Marie 
Elliott, Robert Burley 
Foster, Dianna Rose 
Gascon, Raoul Joseph 
Gascon, Regent Joseph 
Gillespie, William Edward 

Goodfellow, Adam Joseph 
Hache, Mary Mildred 
Hall, Merrick Lawrence 
Hall, Payton C.M. 
Hetner, Amy E.L. 
Hetner, Andrea E. 
Higo, Allisha G.  
Jacques, Janice L.E. 
Lablanc, Micheal Paul 
Legault, Marcel Charles 
Levesque, Irene Jeannette 
Lewis, Deborah J. 
Lewis, Sara Jolene 
Martin, Donna Marie 
McDonald, Gordon Leo 
McGie, Martin Alan 
McNeil, Griffin Caleb Michell                    
      Natheen 
Meagher, Katherine  
Meagher, Michael Joseph 
Meunier, Terry Mary 
Neyland, Carmen James 
Penno, Joshua Darren 
Penno, Norma Lynn 
Peterson, Gustav Douglas 
Robinson, David Michael 
Robinson, John Emeric 
Samakeese, Frederica Louise 
Samakese, Raymond Charles C. 
Sayers, Patrick Isidore 
Simon, Adrianna Victoria 
St. Germain, Jeanne 
Stone, Mary Agnes 
Swanson, David Louis 
Swanson, Derek Michael 
Swanson, Jody Helen 
Toye, Paige Dwayne 
Vezina, Howard David John 
Wilson, Christopher Mark 
Wynne, Curtis Wynne 
Wynne, Kenneth Allen  
Young, James Anthony 

If your name appears on the Birthday List incorrectly, please contact the Membership Clerk for information that is required by Indian 
Affairs to have this corrected. If you see a deceased Memberôs name on the list, please contact the Membership Office for           

information that is required by Indian Affairs to have the name removed for the Membership Listing.   Thank You! 
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Missing Members List  

OUR MISSING ADDRESS LIST fluctuates as members move around and do not send in their new address. The bi-
monthly newsletter is returned by the Post Office, and when this happens, we try to contact the members from the current 
information on the membership database according to what has been submitted by each member. If you know anyone on 
the missing member address list, please e-mail the Membership Clerkôs office: lpeterson@michipicoten.com or call the toll 
free number: 1-888-303-7723 Ext. #218. Voice mail is now available so members may leave relevant information. Mem-
bers, please phone in your new address so you donõt miss out on pertinent information regarding band business.  
Miigwetch, Linda Peterson Education & Training Counsellor / Membership Clerk 
Anyone with funeral information ie: name of funeral home, where, deceased date, death certificate or whom may be con-

         Last Name                 First Names            Last Name                               First Names 

1 Agawa Marie Margaret  2 Benoit Edgar Richard 

3 Black Lionel M.G. 4 Black Lorrie-Ann J. 

5 Black Rodney Andrew 6 Bodnar Anita S. 

7 Chapman William Wesley 8 Cheese Lizzie 

9 Crane Black Amanda Camier 10 Desjardine Richard Howard 

11 Telford Kristina Karen  12 Leblanc Micheal Paul 

13 Lum Black Kayla Marlene 14 McMillan Nathan Clarence 

15 McMillan Clark William 16 McMillan Daisy May 

17 McNeil Griffin Caleb Michell Natheen 18 Milne Marleen Edith 

19 Paul James M. 20 Pelletier Katherine 

21 Perron Rene Marcel 22 Quackegesick Betty Ann 

23 Ritchie Victoria Jean 24 Robinson Fay Darline Brenda 

25 Robinson Norman Edward 26 Sayers  Patrick Isidore 

27 Souliere Antoine Alexander 28 Souliere Rae Carolyn 

29 Souliere Myrtle Alma 30 Souliere William Randall Bryce 

31 Swanson Derek Michael 32 Wilson Christine Louise 

33 Vachon Howard Paul 34   

35      

Found 

Found 



   MICHIPICOTEN FIRST NATION        
                                                       Page 9 (Zhaangswi) 

Native Pride  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class of 2011  

We are proud to  

Announce the grade/         

  course completion of  

  this successful     

  Candidate.  

   

 Dean/Principal  



Legend of Mishipeshu  
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Mishipeshu, is one of the several and most important water     

beings for the Ojibwa, who are a branch of the Algonquian       

Indians. It received its name from the way it looks. Mishipeshu 

translates into "The Great Lynx." It has the head and paws of a 

giant cat but is covered in scales and has dagger-like spikes     

running along its back and tail. Mishipeshu calls Michipicoten 

Island in Lake Superior his home. 

Copper 

The history of Mishipeshu is merely a legend for some but for relatives of, and the Algonquin Indians, it is as 

real as the water and precious metal it guarded. Mishipeshu is known for guarding the vast amounts of copper 

in Lake Superior, and the Great Lakes Region. There seems to be substantial evidence, that there was a very 

ancient and unknown people that mined the copper and moved the majority to an undisclosed location. Later, 

during the 17th century, the Jesuit Missionaries arrived in the Great Lakes Region. By that time, swiping cop-

per from the region was extremely taboo, and forbidden by the Ojibwa tribe. It was even worse to take it from 

the Great Lynx's home, Michipicoten Island - this was considered to be stealing from Mishipeshu himself. 

Close Encounters  

There are a few stories that might be of true believers of this great beast. A Jesuit missionary named Claude 

Dablon told a story about four Ojibwa Indians who embarked on a journey to the home of Mishipeshu to take 

some copper back to their home, and use it to heat water. the very second they pushed off and back into the 

water with their canoe, the eerie voice of the water panther surrounded them. The water panther came growling 

after them, vigorously accusing them of stealing the playthings of his children. All four of the Indians died on 

the way back to their village. the last one surviving just long enough to tell the tale of what had happened, in 

his final moments before he finally died. During the 1840s there was a copper rush, people there had realized 

the value of copper which was for the taking around Isle Royale and Keweenaw Peninsula. There was Great 

suffering and accidents that many key people and vessels fell victim to. The steamer Cumberland was lost at 

the Rock of Ages Reef on Isle Royale. Another ship by the name of Algoma, was sunk in a storm during 1885, 

and forty five people sunk to a watery death in the creatures layer. 

Lessons learned  

One should always beware the wrath of Mishipeshu. The legend of Mishipeshu is powerful in two ways. First, 

it represents the power volatility of Lake Superior. It instils a sense of unpredictability and reliance on         

cooperating with nature to ensure our survival. It forces us to be humble and to realize that we are not in     

control of Mother Nature and plans that we make can go to hell rather quickly. Second and more important is 

that it teaches us stewardship and how we should treat gifts of nature. We take without thinking the majority of 

the time, take without gratitude or without respect. There will be harsh consequences for exploiting earth in the 

wrong way. These consequences can be any number of things including Mishipeshu's wrath, global warming, 

fishery collapses, pollution, erosion, or sedimentation. This applies to individuals, as well as companies. It can 

be a long shower, or daily laundry, or building a water plant on the shores of Lake Superior. We must all apply 

these lessons to our daily lives. 

Taken from: Wikipedia >Mishipeshu/Article 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ojibwa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Algonquian_peoples
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michipicoten_Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michipicoten_Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Superior
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Lakes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesuit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude_Dablon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude_Dablon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isle_Royale
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keweenaw_Peninsula
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Membership news  

 

 

To all who supported and attended, 

we look  

forward to 

seeing you at 

the next   

Career Fair. 
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WAWA, ON      P0S 1K0 
 
Phone: (705) 856-1993 
Toll Free: 1-888-303-7723 
Fax: (705) 856ï 1642 
 
www.michipicoten.com 

The information/articles  
submitted to the newsletter 
do not necessarily represent 
the views and opinions of 
the Editor or Michipicoten 
First Nation. 

We pledge to do our best to 
keep you informed in a 
timely manner on events of 
interest to all members. 
Submission deadline is the 
15th of the month for the 
month following. We reserve 
the right to refuse potentially 
damaging or inflammatory 
articles. 
Send submissions to the 
Editor or e-mail: 
finance@michipicoten.com  

RR#1, Site 8, Box 24    

WAWA, ON    P0S 1K0 

Phone: 

1-888-818-4417 

Or (705)856-9559 

Fax: 

(705) 856-7872 

MFN Community Trust 

MFN newsletter Schedule:  
Jan./Feb.ð Mail out by Feb. 25, 2011 
Mar./Apr.ð Mail out by Apr. 25, 2011 
May/Juneð Mail out by June 25, 2011 

 
July/Aug.-Mail out by Aug. 25, 2011 
Sept./Oct.ð Mail out by Oct. 25, 2011 
Nov./Dec.ð Mail out by Dec. 16, 2011 

 

     

 

                        Place mail label here 

 

 

 


