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Aaniin Brothers & Sisters  

 

I want to thank all of the people who supported me in the    

election and who have provided support and encouragement in 

the past eight years.  It is so gratifying.  We (Chief and     

Council) will continue to work for the benefit of our members 

to the best of our ability. 

 

It has always been our vision and mandate to be a                  

self-sustaining First Nation as we try to work with the           

resources we have, which are limited, due to the challenges   

imposed by the overall economy and the federal and provincial 

governments and their policies. 

 

Our progress to date has been more within the private sector 

with companies operating in our traditional territories; where 

we have made inroads in negotiations and creating               

employment opportunities for our members.  Through our own 

resources we have been able  to offer additional financial      

support in education and training for our members and will 

continue to explore all avenues available to us. 

 

This year we will be holding a job fair  in early June with six 

potential employers, the location of which is still to be            

determined. If you are looking for a career, this may be an     

opportunity. 

 

We want to extend a warm welcome to our new members      

under Bill C-3.  Please feel free to contact us at any time with 

your questions or just to say hello.   

 

 

 

       Chi Miigwetch, Chief Joe Buckell 
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Left to right: Councillors Kathryn Campbell, Evelyn Stone, Myrtle Swanson, Chief Joe Buckell,     

Councillors William Swanson Sr., Emile Neyland and Linda Peterson  

Michipicoten First Nation - Inaugural Meeting and Celebration  
 

On Tuesday, April 5, 2009 Michipicoten First Nation held its Inaugural Meeting of Chief and Council, 
as elected on March 12, 2011 for the term April 1, 2011 to March 31, 2013.  Members, their families, 
local dignitaries and guests were invited to witness the swearing in of Chief and Council and to 
share in a feast of traditional foods prepared by members Paula Penno and Irene Piche. The      
evening festivities opened with a Prayer by Elder Dave Swanson and smudging ceremony,         
celebration songs  by Craig McKay and drummers and a  welcome speech from Chief Buckell.  
 
The official meeting began with Chief Joe Buckell, Councillors Linda Peterson, Myrtle Swanson, 
Kathryn Campbell,  William Swanson Sr., Evelyn Stone and Emile Neyland giving their Oath of     
Office, along with the signing of appropriate banking authorities. The Chief spoke briefly about the 
importance of consistency in serving the membership and creating a sustainable future for the First 
Nation and in turn, each Councillor addressed the audience. Once the official portion was             
concluded, the evening continued with a dinner and social in the spirit of togetherness and          
community.  
 
Chief Joe Buckell and all  of Council have served multiple terms and are committed to        
representing membership and the community.  
 

MIIGWETCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT  

CHIEF & COUNCIL  
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Name Position  Extension  E-mail/Phone  

Joe Buckell Chief 215 jbuckell@michipicoten.com 

Carol Sanders Band Manager 213 csanders@michipicoten.com 

MiShele-Lee      
Lapham 

Executive Secretary to Chief & Council 214 slapham@michipicoten.com 

Sherrie Clement Executive & Administrative Asst 233 sclement@michipicoten.com 

 Business Office    

Kara Heffell 
Business Office Supervisor, Finance & 
Administration 

212 kheffell@michipicoten.com 

Roberta Day Accounting & Communications Clerk 211 finance@michipicoten.com 

Paula Penno Business Office  Assistant 210 
reception@michipicoten.com 

 

Lynn Lavigne EDO, Business Resource, Training 227 resource@michipicoten.com 

Sandra Day Housing/Assets Coordinator 217 
housing@michipicoten.com 

 

 Community Services    

Linda Peterson 
Community Services Supervisor Edu-
cation/Membership  

218 lpeterson@michipicoten.com 

Lee-Ann              
Andre- Swanson 

Librarian 219 library@michipicoten.com 

Lena Andre Community Health Representative  224 landre@michipicoten.com 

Joanne Nelson Family Support Worker  228 jnelson@michipicoten.com 

Doris Jacques 
Community Health Promotion  Worker/
ASW  

226 
djacques@michipicotem.com 

 

 Operations & Maintenance    

Emile (Andy)  
Neyland 

Operations and Maintenance 705-856-4825 Carpenter Shop  

 Water Treatment & Fire    

Gilbert (Marty) 
Clement 

Water Treatment Plant Manager 705-856-9672 
marty_clement@live.ca 

watertreatment@michipicoten.com 

Chris Buckell Water Treatment Operator 705-856-9672 
 

watertreatment@michipicoten.com 
 

 Internet & Technology    

Trevor Jones I.T. Technical Consultant 222 
it@michipicoten.com 
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If any members would like a copy of the audited  financial statements for 2009/10, please call the 
Business Officer Supervisor and we will be happy to send you a copy.  

The regular meeting of Council for March 2011 was suspended due to insufficient business requiring approvals of   

Council. 

 

Election ï Chief and Council election results are official for 2011-2013.  Detailed election results were posted on the 

website and additional information on Council is provided in this newsletter.  We congratulate and look forward to 

working with all of Council for the membership. 

 

Finances ï funding from INAC and other agencies continues, cashflow and bank accounts/reserves are sufficient to    

satisfy current expenditures.  March 31, 2010 was the end of our fiscal year and the annual audit will take place over the 

next several months as well as preparation for budgets. We hope to be able to continue with some of the Education/

Training programs we have been providing which are based on annual funding and budget approvals. 

 

Member Benefits ï From April 1, 2010 to February 28, 2011, the First Nation has expended $1,192,500 through its 

policies like the Better Living and Funeral Policies, with  99% of the funds directly distributed to members and 1% for 

administration of the policies.  

 

Community Services ï Through the Education, Health and Wellness Programs and Library Services, the First Nation 

sponsored registrations only for  over 30 individuals to attend the Language Conference in Sault, Michigan.  On reserve, 

various workshops and ceremonies were scheduled during spring break and will be ongoing throughout the year to     

include the popular ñFlying on Your Ownò program which was held almost a decade ago.  There will be a period of    

adjustment with the passing of Bill C3 and the subsequent guidelines and training for the Indian Registry Administrators. 

Additional information has been provided as to contact numbers  for members who are inquiring about the process.  The 

Cultural Room at the High School in Wawa continues to service the community and has spawned a student drum group 

with the help of a facilitator.  Our librarian will be going on maternity leave soon, however, the library will be services 

within our current staffing levels, without interruption to evening programs.  We recently sponsored the Sirius First Aid 

Wilderness Survival Court for community members and staff which seemed to go over well.  One of MFNôs members 

came and did Eagle Staff teachings for the caretakers of the community Eagle Staff and shared his knowledge and      

experience, as well as gifting a drum  A spring and pipe ceremony were held and is the first of four that will be held for 

each season.   

 

Youth & Elders Gathering  ï Much of the initial planning and the start of scheduling is underway as well as a call for 

proposals in this newsletter for any unique workshops/crafting that members may be able to facilitate, however, there are 

only so many time slots and a panel will review and decide on acceptance.  Fund raising through 50/50 ticket sales    

continues and sponsorship letters of request are resulting in some returns.  The Gathering will run for five and one half 

(51/2) days from Tuesday, August 2nd, with the Pow Wow starting Saturday, August 6th and ending the afternoon of   

Sunday, August 7th.  Watch for more details in the future on our website and in the next newsletter. 

 

Economic, Operations and Business Services ï With the appointment of Committee Chairs and development of new 

strategies, as well as continuity of partnership proposals and government policy changes, it is hoped that MFN can move 

forward on some of the projects it initiated.  Until the transmission issue is resolved at the provincial level, the Dore  

Project is pending; St. Maryôs Pellet Plant proposal is pending; as well as other partnership initiatives.  

 

Welcome back Sandra Day, our Housing/Assets Coordinator.  Our CHR will be away until early June but services will 

go uninterrupted through our Health Department. 

 

Miigwetch Carol Sanders, Band Manager 



Education  
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Medical Travel Reminder from CHR  

To all members : 
Those of you who have doctor appointments must return the original confirmation of            
appointment letters signed by yourself & doctor (other)  back to the medical centre;  Lena 
Andre ï C.H.R. within a year after appointment date,. If not, it may result in you having to pay back 
to either Medical Services, or Non-Insured Health Benefits. If accommodations are booked for the 
client, and you donôt use the accommodations, itôs your responsibility to call and cancel, if not, you 
will be charged for the hotel bill; itôs not the band nor NIHB responsibility, and you will receive a 
letter from NIHB regarding this bill.  

REMINDER TO POST SECONDARY STUDENTS 

 

Continuing and   incentive applications, including graduation update forms have been mailed to current 

full time post secondary students, if you have not received yours please call to let our office know.  It is 

very important that these forms are completed and returned to our office in the self-addressed stamped en-

velope that was enclosed.  

 

Graduates are required to  submit a copy of your last transcripts and a copy of your diploma, certificate or 

degree for office files. 

 

CONTINUING FORMS ARE IMPORTANT TO COMPLETE AND SEND IN.   IF OUR OFFICE DOES 

NOT HAVE YOUR CONTINUING FORM FOR SEPTEMBER INTAKE ï IT WILL BE CONSIDERED 

THAT YOU ARE NOT RETURNING.  IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH STUDENT TO LET 

THE OFFICE KNOW OF YOUR INTENTIONS. 

 

All students are required to report in monthly through fax, email, or telephone, whichever is more         

convenient ï funding is not released until students report in. 

From the desk of the Indian Registry Administrator (membership Clerk) 

 

Congratulations to all our new Bill C-3 members! 

Welcome to MICHIPICOTEN FIRST NATION, we have received your confirmation from INAC, which has 

been entered onto our Membership Database.  However, when INAC sends this information, they do not in-

clude your current address or telephone number.   We require your home address and contact information so 

that we may send you our newsletter, and any other updated information for the membership files.  Should 

your require detailed  information on Michipicoten First Nation policies, programs, or education opportunities, 

visit our website or  please do not hesitate to contact our office.  We invite you to come and  visit your com-

munity, and to attend our annual Youth & Elders Gathering, held each year in August, watch for postings and 

further information. 

Linda  Peterson 

Membership  
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Membership Information  

Birth certificates: 

- Do both parents names have to be on the birth certificates? 
What if they are not? 

No, some birth certificates do not have both parentsô names on the 
document. The name of the entitled parent must be on the original 
proof of birth document in order to prove that the applicant is entitled 
for registration. 

What do applicants do if the name of the parent with status is 
not on the birth certificate? 
  

There are three cases where this may be applicable ï the Birth  
certificate is silent on paternity, the child is adopted, or the fatherôs 
name on the birth certificate is not the entitled father. 
If the fatherôs name on the birth certificate is not the name of the 
entitled parent, the applicant must obtain and provide an amended 
birth certificate from Vital Statistics indicating the name of the     
entitled father.  If the applicant is adopted he/she may apply       
indicating he/she is adopted on the application form and the        
application will be processed through the adoption unit.  If the birth 
certificate is silent on paternity, the applicant may provide an 
amended birth certificate or provide necessary statutory              
declarations confirming the identity of the entitled parent. In this 
case, the applicant should be referred to INAC for specific direction. 
In the case where the birth certificate is silent on paternity, the 
mother will be required to submit a statutory declaration stating who 
the natural father is and indicate his band and band number. In  
additional it will be necessary to have a statutory declaration com-
pleted by the person she names in which he either admits or denies 
paternity. The document will have to be the original forms completed 
and witnessed in front of a person authorized as a Commissioner for 
taking of oaths either by the Province (i.e. Justice of the Peace,  
lawyer or Notary Public of by a an Official member of Indian and 
Northern Affairs Canada who is authorized under section 108 of the 
Indian Act to witness statements of this kind.) 

Some people have advised us that when they request an 
original birth certificate or the long form certificates, they get 
certified copies from vital statistics. Are these certified copies 
acceptable? 

Yes, some provinces only provide certified copies of birth          
documents. These are accepted by INAC as the original proof of 
birth document. 

Adoption 

- Are adopted children eligible for status? Yes, adopted children are eligible for status. INAC has a dedicated 
team to research applications for people who have been adopted. 

- How should applications be filled out for adopted appli-
cants? 

Applicants who are adopted are able to use the Integrated Applica-
tion Form available on the website like all other applicants (83-114 E 
and 83-114F).  There is a question in Part 1 which asks "Was the 
applicant adopted?" They should check off the 'Yes' box, if they 
know they have been adopted. Additionally, the applicant should 
provide copies of the adoption documentation (i.e. adoption order or 
letter from the social services authorities) and as much information 
as possible.  INAC has a dedicated Adoptions team which conducts 
research on family ancestry for individuals who have been adopted. 

Who should be listed as the parents? On the C-3 application form, the requirement is for listing only the 
parent who is registered 6(2) or entitled to registration (the parent 
who is the child of the woman who lost her entitlement to status). 

What to do about unofficial adoption or " defacto adoption" 
where there are no papers to support the adoption 

Custom adoptions are recognized by INAC and are treated by the 
Adoptions unit. An application should be submitted with the details 
of the situation enclosed. 
  
  

Bill C-3 Questions & Answers 



Membership Information  
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FROM THE INDIAN REGISTRY ADMINISTRATOR 

Michipicoten First Nation, as a courtesy, has from time to time  provided its services in renewing status cards for other First Na-

tions.  Effective immediately we can no longer provide such services to other First Nations. We will  only renew  status cards and 

distribute for MFN members who are able to be present at our office on reserve at the time and with the required documentation. 

Mail out applications must go directly to INAC in Toronto for processing. 

 

Sending applications/ application status 

- Will a confirmation of receipt always be sent, or a letter 
from INAC acknowledging receipt? If so, when should 
applicants expect to receive this? 

All applicants will receive an acknowledgement of their application.  Ap-
plicants can expect their original documents be returned with their ac-
knowledgement. The service standard goal is one month from receipt of 
the application to inform the applicant. 

- I tracked my sent application (registered mail) and it is 
stuck at the Winnipeg post office. I have been advised I 
cannot send this registered mail by the post office. 

Applicants should call the 1800 Info line to look into the application 
status to ensure that it has been received. The C-3 team is working with 
Canada Post to revise this issue. 
  

Callers sending out additional information requested by 
INAC would also like confirmation that this information 
has been received. 

Additional information and documentation which is received by INAC not 
in the form of an application is also acknowledged. 

Eligibility criteria 

Callers are not sure if they qualify if their grandmother 
never applied for status but would have lost it as she 
married a non status Indian 

Advise them to send in an application with as much information as they 
have available. 

Callers are not clear if they qualify for status if their 
grandmother lost status but got it back - we assume yes. 

Yes, they may be entitled; the 1985 amendment to the Indian Act rein-
stated status of women who lost status because they married a non-
Indian.  The current legislation addresses the gender inequity in the 
Indian Act of the grandchildren of women who lost their entitlement.  
Advise them to complete the application and send it in. 

- Applicants are not sure what 6(2) status is and whether 
their parents have. 6(2) status. Can we get a definition? 

6(2) is the paragraph number in the Indian Act which makes an individ-
ual entitled to Indian Status. An individual qualifies as a 6(2) if one of 
their parents is entitled or registered through any of the 6(1) paragraphs 
of the Indian Act. 
Definition: 6(2) - A person with only one parent who is registered or enti-
tled to be registered under any of the provision of Section 6 is eligible. 

Forms/ Documents 

Callers are not clear where to find link/ information on 
passport photos 

The photos must measure 50 mm X 70 mm in size (2 inches wide X 2 
3/4 inches long).  
Here is the link to the page with full details from Passport Canada: http://
www.passport.gc.ca/cdn/photos.aspx?lang=eng&region=Canada 

There are two spaces for document type on the applica-
tion in part 4. Callers think that they must submit 2 docu-
ments 

Applicants need to provide only one valid ID (original or  photocopy of 
original signed by guarantor) if the ID has the name, picture and signa-
ture on it.  If they do not have a valid ID with those three elements on it, 
they may provide more than one ID that together shows the name, pic-
ture and signature. 
There are two spaces to accommodate the latter case 
Here are the instructions on the application: 
  
Original valid identity document(s) (ID) OR photocopies of both sides of 
your valid ID(s) each signed by your guarantor. The valid ID(s) used as 
proof of your identity must show your name, signature and photograph. 
Provide either: 
ï one valid ID that shows your name, signature and photograph (e.g., 
US or Canadian Passport, enhanced driverôs 
license or identity card, NEXUS or FAST card, Federal, Provincial/
Territorial or State government-issued ID); OR 
ï More than one valid ID that together show your name, signature and 
photograph. 
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ɂɂɂɂɂ March ɂɂɂɂɂ 
Andre, Brett Richard Ambrose 
Andre, Kyle Thomas 
Andre, Tyler Martin  
Belisle, Bertrand Francis 
Biron, Marlene D. 
Biron,  Taylor J. 
Black, Gail Jo Ann 
Black, Justin Robert Dennis 
Chambette, Alan Lorne 
Darlington, Alice Diana 
Davidson, Karma Joy 
Davidson, Ramona May 
Desmeules, Brittany 
Doyle, Sylvia Crystal 
Finley, Erin Margaret 
Fortin-Tangie, Katrina Yvette Marie 
Godick, Gavin Albert 
Goodfellow, John Fraser 
Goodfellow, Joseph Henry 
Grant, Alesha Lynn 
Hudie, Thomas John 
Hutchings, Mackenzie M.C. 
Jacques, Dorothy Louise 
Keen, Georgina E.M. 
Lachance, Marie A. 
Lambert, Tina M.T. 
Lane (Perras), Denise Ann 
Lapham, Mishele-Lee 
Lecuyer, Calvin 
Legault, Marcel Andre 
Lesage, Michelle Lynn 
Lewis, Christopher Laverne 
Lewis, Ernie Joseph 
Lewis, Randy, 
Lewis, Taylor Dawn Josette 
Lewis, Vanessa Marie 
Manary, Marcella E.A. 
McMillan, Charles David 
McMillan, Daisy May 
McMillan, William Jr. E. 
Mieczkowski, Micheal Christopher 
Miller, Cain Edmond Phillip 
Milne, Lawrence George 
Moreau, Conrad Raymond 
/ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌȟ "ÒÙÁÎ *ÏÓÅÐÈ 
Paul, Clara Esther 

Paul, Douglas S.L. 
Perrigo, Haley J.L. 
Rice, Peggy Lynn 
Robinson, Bernard Ambrose 
Rotondo, Toni Andrea 
Roy, Shelby-Lynn 
Sayers, Hubert Ambrose 
Schelleau, James 
Souliere, Brian David 
Souliere, David Ernest 
Souliere, Rolande Bettina 
Stone, Donna Marie 
Stone, Gilbert Joseph 
Stone, Ronald Aaron 
Stone, Samuel Robert 
Swanson, Harvey Brian 
Swanson, Jamie Keith 
Swanson, Trudy Melanie 
Tangie, Lawrence Alfred 
Thompson, Jessica Susan 
Treiber, Patricia Giselle 
Turmel, Theresa Marie 
Vallee, Courtney G. 
Vernier, Ida May 
Virta, August Zoe 
Watson, Samuel Richard 
Wilson, Phyllis Ann 

ɂɂɂɂɂ April ɂɂɂɂɂɂɂ-

Andre-Auclair, Brandon Henry William 
Beaupre, Pierre J. 
Belisle, Tyler Mitchell 
Bertolo, Margaret F. 
Black, Angela 
Black, Lorrie-Ann J. 
Boissoneau, Lloyd Aloysuis 
Buckell, William W. 
Chambette, Eythan Allan 
Chartrand, Catherine Ann 
Chenier, Terry Henry 
Dickinson, Keeven Joy 
Doman, Vivian Lee 
Esquib, Dennis B. 
Goddard, Mark E.M. 
Grove, Nancy Jane 
Harnden, Patricia Joanne 
Heenan, April Frances 
Heenan, Darcy Frances 

Higo, Britt I.D. 
Higo, David Paul 
Howlett, Rochelle Lucy 
Hunter, Donna Lee 
Irvine, Brittany Stacey 
Jarrell, Larry Joseph 
Keen, Alex Bradley David 
Keen, Bradley Alexander David 
Keen, Christopher Gerald 
Levesque, Dale Martin 
Levesque, Gauge M.D.R. 
Lewis, Emily Judy 
Lewis, Theresa Corinne 
Manary, Linda Louise 
Mann, Norman Douglas 
McGauley, Mary J. 
McGie, William Wesley 
McInnis, Scott Michael 
McKenzie, Arthur Alexander 
Meunier, William George 
/ȭ,ÅÁÒÙȟ 2ÙÁÎ !ÒÔÈÕÒ 
Panhuyzen, Emily Arina 
Paul, James M. 
Paul, Noah Mathew James 
Paul-Stone, Jaylene A.M.M. 
Penno, Jamie Michael 
Perras, Andre Irwin 
Perras, Raymond A. 
Peterson, Bertha Alice 
Ramsarran, Vishal J. 
Robinson, Alexandra F.G. 
Robinson, Fay Darline Brenda 
Robinson, Matthew 
Samakese, Albert John 
Samakese, Jill Arlene 
Samson, Christopher M. 
Saunders, Keesha Carmen 
Simon, Sierra Catherine 
Souliere, Aekana Erica M. 
Souliere, Myrtle Alma 
Souliere, Sheila Frances 
St. Denis, Angela 
Stone, Krista Star 
Swanson, Caleb Harvey 
Swanson, Hunter G. 
Swanson, Karen Kathleen 
Wright, Skylar L.C. 

If your name appears on the Birthday List incorrectly, please contact the Membership Clerk for information that is required by Indian 
Affairs to have this corrected. If you see a deceased Memberôs name on the list, please contact the Membership Office for           

information that is required by Indian Affairs to have the name removed for the Membership Listing.   Thank You! 
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Missing Members List  

OUR MISSING ADDRESS LIST fluctuates as members move around and do not send in their new address. The bi-
monthly newsletter is returned by the Post Office, and when this happens, we try to contact the members from the current 
information on the membership database according to what has been submitted by each member. If you know anyone on 
the missing member address list, please e-mail the Membership Clerkôs office: lpeterson@michipicoten.com or call the toll 
free number: 1-888-303-7723 Ext. #218. Voice mail is now available so members may leave relevant information. Mem-
bers, please phone in your new address so you donõt miss out on pertinent information regarding band business.  
Miigwetch, Linda Peterson Education & Training Counsellor / Membership Clerk 
Anyone with funeral information ie: name of funeral home, where, deceased date, death certificate or whom may be con-
tacted for this information, please notify Linda Peterson at the above number/e-mail address. 

         Last Name                 First Names            Last Name                               First Names 

1 Agawa Marie Margaret  2 Denoit Edgar Richard 

3 Black Lionel M.G. 4 Black Lorrie-Ann J. 

5 Black Rodney Andrew 6 Cheese Lizzie 

7 Humphries Donald Alfred 8 Leblanc Micheal Paul 

9 Lum Black Kayla Marlene 10 McMillan Nathan Clarence 

11 McMillan Clark William 12 McNeil Griffin Caleb Michell 

Natheen 

13 Milne Marleen Edith 14 Milne  Lawrence George 

15 OôLeary Ryan Arthur 16 Paul James M. 

17 Pelletier Katherine 18 Perron Rene Marcel 

19 Quackegesick Betty Ann 20 Ritchie Victoria Jean 

21 Robinson Fay Darline Brenda 22 Robinson Norman Edward 

23 Souliere Antoine Alexander 24 Souliere Rae Carolyn 

25 Souliere Myrtle Alma 26 Souliere William Randall 

Bryce 

27 Wilson Jennifer Lee    
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From August 2 to 7, 2011, we are hosting 
our  Annual Youth and Eldersô Gathering to 
promote our community and cultural aware-
ness through  a Pow Wow, ceremonies,  
traditional teachings and  healing, crafts 
and  community feasts and entertainment. 
 
Our members and their families, other First 
Nations and the public are all welcome to 
attend the festivities; and each year we 
greet from 300-400 people during the  
event. 
 
We provide rough camping facilities and  
most   meals are provided   to accommo-
date  those participating in events  and 
workshops for which we do not charge a 
fee. This is a drug and alcohol free cele-
bration. 
 
Michipicoten First Nation supports many  of 
our local and regional and corporate      
partners  throughout the year and we are   
asking for your support this year.    

 

We rely upon your generosity to help us 
host this annual event. Support may be  
provided by pledging: 
 

Cash donations 
Prizes for Draws 
Tents for Shade 

   Benches or lawn chairs 
Picnic Tables and equipment 
Wood or Building Materials 

      Sponsoring  a Community Feast 
      Volunteering for Events  

 
Our Youth and Eldersô Committee Members  
are authorized to hold fund raisers  and to 
solicit and accept sponsorships and dona-
tions on behalf of Michipicoten First Nation 
or you may contact us to make a pledge.  
 
We  are counting on your support for 
this important community  and regional 
event.  
 
Everyone is welcome to join us and to     
experience our hospitality and culture. 
 

Chi Miigwetch  

Contact Information  

 Carol Sanders, Band Manager  (Ext 213)    Kara Heffell, Business Office (Ext 212) 

 csanders@michipicoten.com                             kheffell@michipicoten.com 

 

MICHIPICOTEN FIRST NATION  Box 1, Site 8, RR 1, Wawa, ON P0S 1K0 

Phone 705-856-1993 or Toll Free 888-303-7723, Fax 705-856-1642   www.michipicoten.com 
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Each year, Michipicoten First Nation hosts the 

Annual Youth & Elders  Gathering: The gathering 

boasts a variety of events and activities, both  

culturally significant and entertaining. This year 

we are looking for  MFN members,  who are in-

terested in sharing their knowledge, skills, and 

time; if you have a great idea for a traditional-

based workshop for the Youth & Elders        

Gathering let us know. This year the Y&EG is 

scheduled for August 2, 3, 4, & 5, 2011 with a  

traditional pow-wow on the 6th & 7th.   

 

Are you a workshop facilitator with an interesting 

topic to deliver?  

Are you a crafter with the ability to teach others 

how you do what you do?  

Are you a cultural practitioner who would like to 

pass down teachings and traditions to members? 

Do you provide a service that would be interest-

ing to the members of MFN? 

 

IF you answered yes  to any of the above, we 

want to hear from you! 

 

All you have to do is submit a short proposal to 

the planning committee.  

 

Your proposal must include the following          

information: 

1. Your name and contact information. And a 

little about yourself.  

2. The title and description of your proposed 

event/activity? 

3. Your target audience (children, youth, adults, 

elders). 

4. Length of your event. 

5. What days you are available. 

6. Your fee (if applicable). 

7. Your requirements (travel, accommodations, 

supplies, etc.)  

 

   

Please submit your proposal no later than              

May 15th, 2011 to:  

 

Youth & Elders  Gathering Planning Committee 

Michipicoten First Nation 

RR#1, Site 8, Box 1 

WAWA, ON     P0S 1K0 

 

Not all proposals will be successful or applicable 

to this years Y&EG: however, we will keep the 

information on file for future reference. 

Call For Proposals  
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Education / Scholarship Information  

MAJOR PRIZE BINGO  

Planned events for Y&EG  

CEDAR BATHS  

HORSESHOE  

TOURNAMENT  

TRADITIONAL  

MASSAGES 

FIREWORKS 

SWEATS  

FAMILY DANCE  

TRADITIONAL  

POW- WOW  

TRADITIONAL 

TEACHINGS  

AND MUCH MORE!!  

 

When you arise in the morning,  

give thanks for the morning light,  
give thanks for your food  

and the joy of living  

If you see no reason for giving thanks,  
the fault lies in yourself.  
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Membership Reminder  

Oh, Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds.  

And whose breath gives life to all the world.  

Hear me! I am small and weak.  

I need your strength and wisdom.  

Let me walk in beauty, and make my eyes  

Ever hold the red and purple sunset.  

Make my hands respect the things you have made.  

My ears sharp to hear your voice.  

Make me wise so that I may understand  

The things you might teach me.  

Let me learn the lessons you have hidden  

In every leaf and rock.  

I seek strength, not to be greater than my brother.  

But to fight my greatest enemy, myself.  

Make me always ready to come to you  

With clear hands and straight eyes.  

So when life fades, as the fading sunset.  

My spirit may come to you without shame  

 

The annual anniversary date of the Better Living Policy is June 25th, so the end of the policy year for 

2010/11 is near. If you havenôt already claimed the full $1500.00 per member please ensure that you do 

so. You will have ninety (90) days after June 25, 2011 to claim for the current year. After the ninety (90) 

day deadline, you will not be able to claim for a past year.   

                  DO NOT LOSE OUT ON BENEFITS BY NOT CLAIMING.  

 

As of June 25, 2011 you MAY submit claims for the new policy year 2011/12. You will have a full year 

and some to submit new claims. 

 

We get many claims during the first few months of the new policy year, so please be patient, as it can 

take between 4 and 6 weeks to process on a first come, first served basis. Please submit any questions 

and claims to:  Kara Heffell,   Ext. #212 

   Sherrie Clement,    Ext. #233 

   705-856-1993 or toll free 1-888-303-7723 

 
Note: Michipicoten First Nation reserves the right to deduct any outstanding money owing to the Band from the 

Better Living Policy.  For example, internet/ rental arrears or any other outstanding debt to the First Nation may be     

deducted. 

Eng Ojibwe #ôs Eng Ojibwe #ôs 

1 Biizhig 2 Niish 

3 Niswe 4 Niiwin 

5 Naanan 6 NôGodwaaswi 

7 Niizhwaaswi 8 Nishwaasw 

9 Zhaangawsi 10 Midaaswi 

11-19 Midaaswi shi... 

Biizhig, niish, nisweé 

20 Nishtana 

30 Nisimidana 40 Niimidana 

50 Naanimidana 60 NôGodwaasimidana 

70 Niishwaasimidana 80 Nishwaasimidana 

90 Zhaagasimidana 100 Ningodwaak 



Inauguration and Community Feast 
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Photographing of this event was by written permission. 

Preparing the feast and setting up the Band Hall, cooks Irene Piche and Paula Penno, helping to set up are staff Sherrie 

Clement, Lynn Lavigne and MiShele-Lee Lapham. 

Elder and Eagle Staff Caretaker Dave Swanson offers prayer and drummers sing Honour Song as members of the commu-

nity and municipality gather to celebrate. 

Photo ops with Wawa Mayor and Council, the Chiefôs family and  with executive staff Kara Heffell, Carol Sanders, Mishele-

Lee Lapham and Sherrie Clement.   

Members and guests observe as Chief and Council are sworn in for another two year term. 



Native Pride  
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Congratulations !  
To Dylan Buckell, Cain Miller and Jeffrey McLaughlin who play for the Wawa Legionnaires Travellers. 
Wawa hosted the Northern Ontario Midget òCó Championships and were successful in capturing the Gold 
Medal. Wawa beat West Ferris in the championship game by a score of 4-1 and went undefeated through-
out the weekend tournament. These young men are the sons of Michipicoten First Nation members Chris 
Buckell, Marcel Lewis and Wikwemikong First Nation member Beverly McLaughlin.          Miigwetch  

These pictures were taken on Tuesday March 22 in the Cultural Room at 
Michipicoten High School.  A Boys Drum group was formed in the        
Cultural Room to raise Cultural awareness in the high school.  10 boys 
from the high school, public and Catholic elementary schools meet at 
Michipicoten High School on Tuesday and Thursdays at lunch hour to 
practice and receive Teachings.  The Michipicoten Thunder Bear Drum 
was given to the group so they can learn to sing and drum and Curtis 
McQuabbie Neyland will care for and bring the Drum to Michipicoten 
First Nation once the school year ends and continue his singing and 
drumming for the community of Michipicoten First Nation. 

Curtis N., Chris & Karen W. 
Lorna S. 

Chris being gifted with carving 

Lorna Swanson, Karen & Chris Wilson, 
Curtis Neyland , and Doris Jacques 


